PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Minutes of Stapleton Group Parish Council Annual Parish meeting held at Kinsham Village Hall, Monday 18 September 2023 commencing at 7.30 pm.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councillors Caroline Scatcherd (chair). Margaret Edwards(vice-chair), Paul Segrott, Stephen Weaver, Myra Chilman, and Jonathan Rogers.
ALSO PRESENT: Ward Councillor Carole Gandy
OFFICER PRESENT: Clerk to the Council.
	No
	Item
	Description
	Action

	1
	APOLOGIES: 
	None
	

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 
	Cllr Scatcherd nonpecuniary agenda item 6.1 planning application is for son in laws parents’ house.
	

	3
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
	
	

	
	3.1
	The report from Carole Gandy had been circulated before the meeting and put on the website. In addition, the TRO was discussed re bridge between Stapleton and Presteigne. HCC do not intend to introduce 20mph speed limits except where necessary i.e., by schools etc
	Clerk

	
	3.2
	No report had been received from West Mercia Police
	

	
	3.3
	No members of the public were in attendance
	

	4
	MINUTES
	Council Resolved to approve the Minutes of the full Council held on 3 July 2023 and the minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 1 August, these were signed as a correct record.
	

	5
	FINANCE:
	
	

	
	5.1
	The following payments were approved:

Clerk’s wages £ 333.60, HMRC £83.40

Alan Preece – Maintenance £200
Stuart Ruell – Putting up notice board £150.00
	Clerk

	****
	5.2
	The cheques were signed in accordance with 5.1.
The bank reconciliation and invoices were also agreed and signed.

It was noted that the bank balance was £17,176.55 after the above payments are taken off
	

	
	5.3
	The councillors reviewed and approved the budget/analysis for the period April to Sept 2023
	

	
	5.4
	It was agreed that the clerk should purchase 2 Zoll AED3 defibrillators and two heated cabinets. Cllr Scatcherd is to ask Mr Perks if he could get his electrician to install the defibrillator and Cllr Edwards would get the farms electrician to install the one at Byton.
	Cllr Scatcherd, Cllr Edwards & Clerk


	
	5.5
	It was agreed to accept the quote Cllr Weaver had obtained for installing electric at the kiosk in Kinsham for the defibrillator. It was not possible to obtain three quotes.
	Cllr Weaver

	6
	PLANNING
	Council considered the following planning consultations received from Herefordshire Council
	

	
	6.1
	Application 232314
Address: Annexe at the Quarry, Kinsham
Proposal – Conversion of existing motor vehicle repair workshop (B2) to residential annexe
This was discussed and the council resolved to support this application with the comment that the annexe should always remain part of the main house. 
	

	
	6.2
	Application 232530
Address: Sunnybank Cottage, Stapleton

Description: Proposed single storey front extension to existing dwelling.

This application was discussed, and the councillors resolve to object to this application as the site was over developed and the extension would come awfully close to the highway. They would like someone from HCC highways department to visit the site before a decision is made. This extension would visibly make the road appear narrower and there are already issues with large agricultural vehicles and lorries trying to pass outside this property.

The Councillors felt that the applicant should have all the conditions he has not yet meet on previous application enforced before this application is considered.
	

	7
	ENVIRONMENT AND VILLAGE:
	
	

	
	7.1
	Notice Boards Update: One has been installed at Combe Corner and the others are waiting for Stuart to put them up. Once up, the Parish Council notices will be put up on the notice board by the bench at Stapleton junction, by the turning for the church at Byton and on the new notice board at Kinsham once its location has been agreed.
	

	
	7.2
	Telephone Box update – as per agenda item 5.5
	

	
	7.3
	SID update – no reply has been received from HCC Traffic Management re site of base. The clerk to follow this up.
	Clerk

	
	7.4
	Speed Limit B4362 Combe – A meeting was held at Combe Corner with TRO consultants, representatives from Stapleton Group Parish Council, Cllr Beverley Baynham, clerk from Presteigne and Norton Town Council and Powys Highways. The TRO process was discussed and speeds and location of the speed limit.
The draft proposals have been forwarded to Councillors and is available on request from the clerk.
	

	
	7.5
	Villages and PROW updates:

Memorial bench – the bench at Stapleton has been flattened and councillors decided to purchase a new bench from Iron Works for approx. £300.

A resident’s stone wall at Combe corner has been hit/damaged twice and they were wondering if something could be done to protect their wall i.e., bollards etc.
Cllr Scatcherd has spoken with Cllr Beverley Baynham re grass verge and cleaning the ditch between the two bridges.

The expression of interest form re EVI point – is a decision for the village hall committee.
	Clerk

	
	7.6
	Website – at present the Parish Council is a free website by Hugo Fox. From October this will no longer be free. The councillors agreed to continue with Hugo Fox at £9.99/month
	Clerk


	8
	NEXT MEETING
	Council noted that the next meeting of the Parish Council would take place on Monday 20 November 2023.
The meetings will start at 7.30pm.
	

	
	14.1
	Items for next Agenda: - 
	

	
	CLOSE
	The meeting closed at 9.00pm
	


	Signed by the Chairman:                      


	Date:




